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INTRODUCTION 

This year we celebrate a monumental one hundred years in the practice of 

intellectual property law.  Our reputation for professional excellence today of course rests 

on our forebears.  So we commit for the next century to their high standards in ethics, 

professionalism and civic responsibility.  We name them since the very beginning in our 

attached Family Tree, and add photographs of the estimable lawyers we profile. 

One of the constants in intellectual property law has been change.  Even its name 

has changed, from “industrial property” to “intellectual property.”  Still, as the saying goes, 

the more it changes the more it stays the same.  The legal principles of the past still apply, 

but now they embrace unheard of inventions such as those for space vehicles, cryogenics 

and driverless cars.  But the profession and the Firm have adapted. 

Let no one doubt that we are abundantly prepared for the future.  Our extensive 

experience in patent, trademark, copyright, unfair competition, trade secret and related 

laws will stand us in good stead.  As did our forebears, we will regularly appear in federal 

trial and appeals courts and before such institutions as the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, the International Trade Commission and state and local courts as well. 

Our century has been one of growth.  We now have more than 135 attorneys, 

Scientific Advisors and Patent Agents across the country.  We have also grown 

geographically.  Today our main offices in Chicago are closely allied with our national 

offices in Ann Arbor, Michigan; Durham, North Carolina; Indianapolis, Indiana; Salt Lake 

City, Utah; Tampa, Florida; and Washington, D.C.  With a commitment to the future, and a 

stirring fanfare, we will shortly open our first international office, in Shenzhen, China. 
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The Brinks Facts and other pages on our website detail many of the Firm’s 

accomplishments, such as awards, recognitions, pro bono work, lawyer-authored books and 

articles and civic engagement.  But here we spotlight just a few of the many stalwart 

lawyers who have enhanced our Firm and the profession:  George L. Wilkinson, James P. 

Hume, Gerrit P. Groen and Henry L. Brinks. 
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GEORGE L. WILKINSON (1868-1958) 

Our Firm began by chance.  In the early 1900s Charles C. Linthicum (1857-1916) 

had a thriving career in Chicago trying patent cases.  He was prominent in the field, at one 

time President of “The Patent Law Association” (later the Intellectual Property Law 

Association of Chicago).  He practiced in Suite 1600 of the old First National Bank 

Building, 38 South Dearborn Street, Chicago.  But he did no planning for his succession.  

When he died in late 1916, he had made no arrangements at all to continue his practice. 

Enter Henry M. Huxley, a young lawyer renting space in Suite 1600, and a golden 

opportunity.  He approached Linthicum’s clients and his widow, proposing to continue his 

practice by recruiting another able patent trial lawyer.  In a brilliant move, Huxley found 

George L. Wilkinson, who was the perfect candidate.  He had tried many patent cases and 

had represented clients in two such cases before the United States Supreme Court, felt 

qualified, and was intrigued by Huxley’s proposition.  He no doubt saw the wisdom of 

taking over existing clients, was confident they would accept him, and wisely agreed to 

join Huxley as his senior partner.  The die was cast. 

George Wilkinson and Henry Huxley teamed up as of January 1, 1917 to found the 

Chicago law firm of Wilkinson & Huxley, the trunk of the Firm’s Family Tree.  They 

remained in Suite 1600, which they and their Firm family would occupy for the next fifty-

two years. 

In 1917 Woodrow Wilson was President, the Dow-Jones high was 98 and low was 

66, a complete dinner in New York was $1.50, the White Sox won the World Series, and 

Charlie Chaplin was a superstar.  On April 6 the United States entered World War I. 
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On April 17, Wilkinson argued a Linthicum patent case before the United States 

Supreme Court (SCOTUS today), which took many patent cases in those days.  He got a 

speedy victory on May 7.  The new Firm was off to a fast start, and represented major 

clients in patents and trademarks on a daily basis.  Wilkinson was also active in the 

American Bar Association as Chairman of the Patent Section, and Henry Huxley responded 

to Dean Wigmore to begin a course in Patent Law at what is now Northwestern University 

Pritzker School of Law. 

Wilkinson must have broken a record.  Before he retired in 1948, he appeared in an 

extraordinary number of United States Supreme Court patent and trademark cases:  51.  Of 

this number he personally argued 14.  Can you imagine standing before some of the great 

Justices of all time, being interrogated by those who were on the Court then: Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, Jr., Charles Evans Hughes, Louis Brandeis, William Howard Taft, 

Benjamin Cardozo or Felix Frankfurter? 

One Wilkinson victory there stands out in the trademark law pantheon, Mishawaka 

v. Kresge (May 4, 1942).  The infringer of a trademark on shoe heels claimed that to prove 

profits, the plaintiff had to show that buyers bought the infringing heels thinking they were 

actually those of the plaintiff.  But Justice Frankfurter, wryly observing that “the shoe is on 

the other foot,” found that trademarks were actually a form of “commercial magnetism,” 

and that “[t]he protection of trade-marks is the law’s recognition of the psychological value 

of symbols.”  The burden was thus squarely on the infringer to prove that the infringement 

had no cash value.  A trademark law classic, the opinion has been cited in hundreds of 

court decisions and documents, law review articles and treatises. 
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Wilkinson married Adele Enloe in 1896, and they lived in Evanston in an elegant 

19th century house where they raised several interesting children.  Their son Enloe became 

a lawyer with Wilkinson, Huxley, Byron & Knight, and was a hero in World War II.  He 

earned an Air Medal for Exceptional Skill and Courage for saving an injured paratrooper.  

He stayed with his plane and the paratrooper, surviving a crash-landing in a ferocious 

battle in Holland, and together they found their way to friendly forces.  Enloe’s twin 

brother Lawrence was named after Lawrence Wilkinson, a Wilkinson family ancestor and 

British loyalist who migrated to Rhode Island circa 1650 and was prominent there. 

Frances was the most colorful Wilkinson child by far.  She became Mme. Rosso in 

1937 when she married the distinguished Italian diplomat Augusto Rosso in Paris.  That 

brought her to life in the heady world of international diplomacy.  Rosso had served as 

Italy’s Ambassador to the United States for four years, but was posted by Mussolini to 

Russia shortly after they married.  They fled Moscow the day war broke out for Italy in 

December, 1941. 

Henry Brinks recalls that soon after he joined the Firm in 1954 George Wilkinson 

visited Suite 1600.  It was a noteworthy meeting, in which a Firm member of today had 

contact with a lawyer who co-founded the Firm in 1917.  Impressive in bearing, stature and 

appearance, Wilkinson emphasized in a talk that the Firm’s reputation, especially that for 

ethics, was its most important attribute. 

Suite 1600 became almost hallowed ground.  The reception area had framed law 

licenses rather than modern art at one point, and there were elevator operators and window 

air conditioners.  One time all the morning mail and checks were reviewed in the coffee 

room by the lawyers.  During WW II the Army Ordnance Department was located next 
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door, and a potential client was interested in patenting inventions in electronics and radar.  

There was constant traffic through 1600, with lawyers, staff and clients.  One day even 

Col. Sanders showed up. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

George L. Wilkinson
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JAMES P. HUME (1902-1991) 

Jim Hume moved from Washington, D.C. to Chicago and joined the Firm in 1926, 

only nine years after the Firm began.  In many ways he was larger than life.  Henry Brinks 

identified one trait, Hume’s knack for making “the most routine work seem like the turning 

point in the history of the world.” 

Hume was an inspired leader, leading by example.  Clients not only respected him, 

they admired him.  He was authoritative, charming and very well-connected.  His many 

years with the Firm were an unparalleled saga of its history, growth, success and 

collegiality. 

Hume tried patent cases in many cities, and relished air travel in the very early days 

of commercial flight.  It was only fitting.  As a child, his father took him to watch the 

Wright Brothers demonstrate probably their 1908 “Wright Flyer” before the Army in Fort 

Myer, Virginia.  The date is uncertain, but on the crucial day the frenzied crowd and the 

Army personnel cheered wildly when Orville Wright flew the machine for 1 hour and 10 

minutes at a height of 150 feet.  The Army quickly succumbed, paying the brothers $30,000 

for rights to develop the aircraft for military purposes.  Later, Hume had a memorable 

experience flying with Charles Lindbergh on the U.S. Mail run to St. Louis.  On another 

flight he was horrified to smell gas fumes in the cabin, and at once sent a frantic note to the 

pilot.  Instantly, a note came back: “Don’t smoke.” 

Perhaps the apex of Hume’s career was a project that began in 1943 with a Top 

Secret FBI Clearance.  Hume counseled and gave patent advice to noted nuclear scientist 

Dr. Enrico Fermi when they met together in Suite 1600.  It is reported that fellow scientist 

Dr. Leo Szilard had conceived of a nuclear chain reactor in 1933, and had earlier patented 
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the invention of a nuclear reactor with Dr. Fermi.  The resulting Manhattan Project led to 

the building of the world’s first atom bomb. 

Hume was ecstatic to find just the right place for getaways from his rigorous Firm 

schedule.  He was a close friend of Walter Paepke, founder of Container Corporation of 

America and a wealthy philanthropist.  Paepke was captivated by the spectacular mountain 

setting of Aspen, Colorado, and in the 1940s decided to develop the sleepy town into a 

nationally known, popular ski resort.  Hume, a part of his Chicago circle, became one of 

the very first of the Aspen vanguard. 

Hume bought a miner’s cabin on a ravine overlooking a stunning mountain view, 

enlarged it and added a bunkhouse and stables.  He loved breakfast rides on horseback up 

the mountain trails with friends and colleagues.  He was also passionate about music, 

becoming an influential Founding Member and Life Trustee of the Music Associates of 

Aspen.  In later years, as Hume’s guests, Firm members and their families stayed in the 

bunkhouse on memorable skiing vacations. 

In 1964, the year we became the Hume Firm, the Dow-Jones high was 891 and low 

was 776, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Martin Luther King won a Nobel 

Peace Prize, Lyndon Johnson won a landslide victory, and an Oldsmobile cost $3,495.  

Five years later, on July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first human to step onto the 

surface of the Moon, “…one small step for [a] man, one giant leap for mankind.” 
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James P. Hume
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GERRIT P. GROEN (1911-1964) 

Gerrit Groen was always cheerful and brimming with self-confidence.  He was also  

an unabashed perfectionist.  His drive and career trajectory were remarkable, and he was an 

unexcelled role model. 

Wilkinson & Huxley hired Groen as an office boy and receptionist when he was 

about 16, in 1927.  He helped out in Suite 1600 as best he could without a copy machine, 

fax or computer.  A studious lad, he completed his elementary and high school educations 

after hours, and by 1936 he qualified as a CPA.  He then assumed all the accounting 

functions in the Firm and took over as Office Manager.  With no need for sleep, he 

attended night law school and about 1942 was admitted to practice law in Illinois.  By then 

his value to the Firm was obvious, and they made him an associate lawyer.  But soon he 

was off to the war effort, where he served as an Officer on the Army Air Corps legal staff.  

He returned to the Firm in 1946, and the timing could not have been better. 

According to Firm legend, Hume called Groen in for a chat.  He welcomed him 

back, explained that there was little future for him in patents, but that there might be 

something in the interesting new trademark law.  Congress had just passed the Lanham Act 

on July 5, 1946, President Truman signed it the same day, and it became effective one year 

later, July 5, 1947. 

With admirable foresight, Hume saw that trademark law would become a major area 

for the Firm, the profession and the business community.  He advised Groen to immerse 

himself in the new law and court decisions. And Groen, thrilled, took it on with gusto.  

Although most trademark work was then handled by patent lawyers, a new era was 
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beginning for trademark law specialists.  Indeed, with Groen was born the Firm’s 

specialized trademark practice group that continues to this day. 

Groen was a slave to detail, a compulsive clean-desk lawyer.  Once he even asked a 

job applicant, “Would you mind telling me when you left for work today what your dresser 

top looked like?”  His office desk in Suite 1600 in the interview was immaculate, except 

for a box of Wheaties.  He was working on a trademark problem for General Mills. 

Groen was also obsessed with quality legal writing, a skill he thought imperative  

for any lawyer.  He reached in his pocket for an issue of The Manchester Guardian, an air 

mail copy in flimsy blue paper, and handed it to the applicant.  He smiled and said, “This is 

the very best example of first class writing.  I read it every day.” 

Groen overlooked nothing.  The applicant had no trademark law experience, so 

Groen sent him to the Rohr Replogle Firm for a day of psychological testing.  The goal was 

to see if he had what came to be known in the Firm as “trademark aptitude.”  He did. 

Before his untimely death at 53, Groen had reached the pinnacle of his career.  He 

had become nationally known, with a stable of major clients who trusted him in court with 

their most famous and valued assets, today known as brand names.  Trademark litigation 

abounded then, and Groen was an active litigator, of record in the federal courts in a total 

of 44 trademark cases.  And he was revered by his colleagues.  The dean of the New York 

trademark law bar Walter Derenberg said of Groen, “There’s no other lawyer I would 

practice law with without a written contract.” 

The Groens had a daughter who became very prominent in the business world.  

Groen and his wife Edith lived in Wheaton, where they raised DeAnn.  Today she is DeAnn 

Groen Bayless, married to and a business partner of the celebrity chef, television star and 
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restaurateur Rick Bayless.  She plays a foremost role in their food and restaurant empire, 

and has garnered for herself an enviable business reputation.  Henry Brinks is her first 

cousin, and Gerrit Groen was his uncle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Gerrit P. Groen 



13 
 

HENRY L. BRINKS (b. 1924) 

Henry Brinks is a towering figure in Brinks Gilson & Lione, and in the world of 

intellectual property law as well.  He joined the Firm on January 1, 1954, and has practiced 

with it for more than half its lifetime, or 63 years.  He has been a name partner since 1973, 

and since 1998 his name has been first in the Firm name.  We are known today as the 

“Brinks” Firm, and his name now has strong secondary meaning in the profession.  It has 

become our brand. 

World War II broke out when Brinks was a freshman chemistry major at Wheaton 

College.  He joined the Navy then and worked on a secret project that became a major 

factor in the war, radar.  Along the way he married Phyllis Bean, a nurse in the College 

infirmary.  After the Navy, he graduated from Wheaton, and worked as a patent examiner 

in the Patent & Trademark Office while attending George Washington University Law 

School. 

After graduation Brinks practiced for several years in a Cleveland patent firm, 

developing impressive skills in preparing and prosecuting chemical patents.  When he next 

joined Wilkinson, Huxley, Byron & Hume he filled a longstanding void.  At the time its 

patent application practice was exclusively mechanical.  The Firm had only eight lawyers 

then. 

Brinks has seen it all, the Firm growth, each of its office locations, and the many 

changes in the profession.  He remembers that general practice firms once abhorred patent 

matters, but now have entire IP departments and clamor for more patent and trademark 

work, especially litigation.  Brinks has handled hundreds of patent applications, tried and 

argued many patent cases, and counseled clients in a broad array of technical fields.  His 
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most memorable lawsuits involved patents in aircraft braking devices, and in lengthy 

litigation in what he calls “the diaper wars.”  He has appeared of record in a total of 35 

intellectual property law cases in the federal courts. 

Brinks is a familiar figure in the Firm, always impeccably dressed in suit and tie 

despite the profession’s and the Firm’s drift into business casual.  He is always in good 

spirits, friendly and willing to help others, and has been a mentor to countless younger 

lawyers both at and outside the Firm.  Firm President Jim Sobieraj remembers that Brinks 

taught him how to write his first patent application in the early 1980s.  He said Brinks “was 

very patient and generous with his time and helped a brand new lawyer on some of the 

fundamentals of being a patent attorney.  I felt I got to learn from the best.”  Gary Ropski, 

a past President of the Firm, called Brinks “an old-school guy, a true gentleman who has a 

smile and good word for everyone.” 

Brinks places great emphasis on science as a driving force in patents, especially in 

litigation.  He noted that “patent litigation involves not only the law but an understanding 

of science, and being able to articulate it in a way that either supports the invention or 

tends to destroy it.”  Few would disagree. 
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Henry L. Brinks
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THE FIRM’S OFFICES 

The Firm practiced intellectual property law from Suite 1600 in the First National 

Bank Building from 1917 until 1969.  It then moved to the 51st floor of the new First 

National Bank Building, an elegant, tapered skyscraper located at One First National Plaza.  

In late 1974 it moved to the 41st floor of the Mies van der Rohe-designed black box IBM 

Building at One IBM Plaza.  Michael Jackson was deposed there once, and it threw the 

Firm into an uproar.  In those days the area north of the Chicago River was a daring 

location for a Loop law Firm, but with a handful of other firms we became trailblazers. 

The Firm leased the top floors of NBC Tower long before it was built, and became a 

premier tenant when it was completed in 1989.  The building is an Art Deco beauty, 

designed by world famous architect Adrian Smith, then of Skidmore Owings and Merrill.  

He went on to design ultra-high buildings, including one of the tallest in the world, Dubai’s 

Burj Khalifa. 

NBC Tower has become so identified with the Firm that today it is a crucial part of 

the Firm’s personality, or brand.  It continues to enhance the Firm’s prestige and 

reputation, as it houses its offices, modern art (celebrated with monthly ARTBriefs), 

conferences, depositions and numerous meetings and programs. 

The Firm’s national offices are integrated into the Firm’s practice through frequent 

contacts, office visits, shared litigation and other projects.  Their local experience and 

contacts are invaluable to our client base and regional exposure.  And they comprise a 

unique lawyer network with years of experience in intellectual property law. 
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THE WAY FORWARD:  SUCCESSION 

Jim Sobieraj has been President of the Firm for five years.  His tenure has been 

marked by both his exemplary litigation experience and his leadership skills.  Sobieraj is 

the consummate litigator, tenacious, competitive and bold.  He has more than 34 years of 

experience in more than 100 intellectual property law litigations, and clients are devoted to 

him.  And in leading the Firm Sobieraj has been wise, decisive and eminently fair.  Under 

the Firm’s long-standing succession plan, though, he will serve his final year as President 

this year.  President-Elect Gustavo Siller Jr. will become President in 2018. 

Siller emigrated from Mexico as a child, and was his family’s first college graduate.  

In 1994 he became the Firm’s first minority shareholder, and he established both our 

Diversity Committee and our China Task Force.  He has had considerable patent litigation 

experience, and also supervises portfolios containing thousands of patents.  One important 

career achievement is the niche Siller has carved out in the Firm.  He has worked at length 

to help Asian companies navigate our complex intellectual property laws, negotiating the 

risks and exploiting the licensing opportunities. 

In no small measure, Siller’s and our expanding work in this area has led the Firm to 

open its first international office, in Shenzhen, China.  The city, a hub of high technology 

and research, is located in southeastern China and has a very favorable business 

environment for hardware start-ups.  In fact, today it is known as “China’s Silicon Valley.”  

Our goal is to locate closer to our major clients in China, a number of which we already 

represent here. 
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CODA 

We are very proud of Brinks Gilson & Lione and its stellar history, as we continue 

the traditions of our forebears.  We have also made it a Firm where its lawyers can practice 

law and serve clients with confidence, dignity, respect and collegiality.  Our Firm 

administrative team has given unrelenting loyalty and support, and our clients have been 

both grateful and loyal.  For this and more we are very thankful, and eagerly look forward 

to our second century of success. 

 

 

 

  



19 
 

 

 

 

BRINKS GILSON & LIONE FAMILY TREE AS OF 2017 

 

 

January 1, 1917 Wilkinson & Huxley 

January 1, 1920 Wilkinson, Huxley, Byron & Knight 

January 1, 1947 Wilkinson, Huxley, Byron & Hume 

December 1, 1956 Byron, Hume, Groen & Clement 

January 1, 1964 Hume, Groen, Clement & Hume 

December 1, 1966 Hume, Clement, Hume & Lee 

June 1, 1970 The Firm was the first larger law Firm in Illinois to 

reorganize as a professional corporation 

January 1, 1973 Hume, Clement, Brinks, Willian, Olds & Cook, Ltd. 

January 1, 1977 Hume, Clement, Brinks, Willian & Olds, Ltd. 

August 1, 1983 Willian Brinks Olds Hofer Gilson & Lione 

September 17, 1993 Willian Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione 

June 2, 1996 Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione 

June 10, 2014 Brinks Gilson & Lione 

 

 


